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Postoj Zboru
biskupov ku
konferencii
Kracajme
spolu...

Zbor biskupov ECAV dostal pozvanie
zUcastnit sa na konferencii, ktoru
organizovali CZ ECAV Bratislava- Staré
mesto, spolu s OZ Signum - Duhovi
krestania a OZ Starokatolici na Slovensku
pod nazvom: "Kracajme spolu- LGBTQ ludia
su sucastou nasho zivota". KedZe ani jeden
z bratov biskupov sa na konferencii
nemohol zucastnit osobne, poslali svoje
pisomné stanovisko. Vzhladom na
zverejnenie jeho nepresnych citacii a
prepisov, vdm ho prindsame v plnom zneni.

Vazeni organizatori a ucastnici
konferencie , Kracajme spolu - LGBTQ
I'udia su sucastou nasho zivota“,
vyuzivame prilezitost prezentovat na vasej
konferencii svoj postoj, ako Zboru biskupov
Evanjelickej cirkvi augsburského vyznania
na Slovensku. Robime tak pisomne, pretoze
nikto z nas troch sa nemdze osobne
konferencie zucastnit a ani s nami nebolo
konzultované nase zaradenie do programu.

Uvedomujeme si, ze ak hovorime o
homosexualite a homosexualnom spravani,
hovorime o extrémne citlivej veci.

Statement of
the Board of
Bishops to the
conference
Let's walk
together...

The ECAV Bishops' Board was invited to
participate in a conference organized by CZ
ECAV Bratislava-Staré mesto, together with
0OZ Signum - Rainbow Christians and OZ Old
Catholics in Slovakia under the title: "Let's
walk together - LGBTQ people are part of
our life". Since none of the brother bishops
could attend the conference in person, they
sent their written opinion. Due to the
publication of its inaccurate quotations and
transcriptions, we bring it to you in full.

Dear organizers and participants of
the conference "Let's walk together -
LGBTQ people are part of our life",

we use the opportunity to present our
position at your conference as the Board of
Bishops of the Evangelical Church of the
Augsburg Confession in Slovakia. We do so
in writing, because none of the three of us
can attend the conference in person, and
we were not even consulted about our
inclusion in the program.

We realize that when we talk about
homosexuality and homosexual behaviour,
we are talking about an extremely sensitive
matter.




Ano, ludia s homosexualnou orientaciou su
sucastou nadsho Zivota a naSich
spolo¢enstiev. Mame s nimi osobnu
pastoralnu sklsenost. VSetci sme boli
Bohom prijati v Kristovi. Preto sa u¢ime
prijimat sa navzdjom - aj so svojimi nie
dobrymi charakterovymi vlastnostami,
komplikovanou minulostou, réznymi
nazormi na smerovanie cirkvi, na politiku,
alebo i so svojou sexualnou orientaciou.

V nasich spoloCenstvach mame i dalSie a
pocCetnejSie mensiny: jazykové, rasové

a narodnostné. Zastupy l'udi ovdovelych,
rozvedenych, osamelych. Ludi s vaznymi
zdravotnymi obmedzeniami, l'udi zavislych,
Ci permanentne vystavenych ekonomickej
mizérii. Nesmu byt opominani na ukor
Zziadnej inej mensiny - trebars sexualnej.
Ziadna mens$ina nesmie ziskat prednost
pred inou mensinou. K zédkladnym ludskym
pravam, ktoré jediné povazujeme za
vychodisko akéhokolvek uvazovania

o spravani sa ¢loveka v ludskej
pospolitosti, patri uplathovanie principu
rovnosti vsetkych l'udi. Preto ti, ktori tvoria
mensinu s homosexualnou orientaciou,
nemd&zu byt z hladiska zakladnych
ludskych prav inymi diskriminovani.
Nemozu byt ale ani preferovanejsi. Ich
hlasu sa nesmie dostat vacsej

politickej, spoloCenskej a medialnej
relevancie, dokonca statusu vynimocnosti.
Kazdy, kto vstupuje do prostredia cirkvi ma
pocut, Ze stcastou rozpoznania vlastnej
identity je predovSetkym rozpoznanie a
uznanie svojej hrieSnosti - porusenosti pred
Bohom. Tiez tragickej nezmyselnosti
existencie v pripade, ak Clovek zostane iba
so svojou prirodzenou fudskou vybavou,
sam a svoj. Dalej rozpoznanie moznosti
spravodlivého odsudenia hrieSnika svatym
Bohom. Nadovsetko potom rozpoznanie a
prijatie tajomstva nekonecného Bozieho
zmilovania sa v JeziSovi Kristovi. Napokon
prijatie daru nového Zivota a ochoty k
osobnému posvateniu (premene) a
nasledovaniu Krista, ktoré je Cloveku

Yes, people with a homosexual orientation
are part of our lives and our communities.
We have personal pastoral experience with
them. We have all been accepted by God in
Christ. That's why we learn to accept each
other - even with our not-so-good character
traits, complicated past, different opinions
on the direction of the church, on politics,
or even with our sexual orientation.

In our communities, we also have other and
more numerous minorities: based on
language, race and nationality. Crowds of
widowed, divorced, lonely people. People
with serious health restrictions, people who
are addicted or permanently exposed to
economic misery. They must not be
neglected at the expense of any other
minority - perhaps a sexual one.

No minority may gain preference over
another minority. Basic human rights, which
we consider the sole starting point for any
consideration of human behaviour in
human society, include the application of
the principle of equality of all people.
Therefore, those who form a minority with a
homosexual orientation cannot be
discriminated against by others in terms of
basic human rights. But they cannot be
more preferred either. Their voice must not
be given greater political, social and media
relevance, even status of exceptionality.
Everyone who enters the church
environment should be told that part of the
recognition of one's own identity is above
all the recognition and acceptance of one's
own sinfulness - brokenness before God.
Also, of the tragic senselessness of
existence if a person remains only with own
natural human equipment, alone and his or
her own. Furthermore, the recognition of
the possibility of the righteous
condemnation of the sinner by the holy
God. Above all afterwards, the recognition
and acceptance of the mystery of God's
infinite mercy in Jesus Christ. Finally,
acceptance of the gift of new life and




umoznené v Duchu Svatom.

Toto je podla nas skutoCna a prava
sebaidentifikacia ¢loveka v Kristu, a to aj
napriek tomu, Ze sa niekomu méze zdat
ako schematicka. Stoji v opozicii voci
vSetkym inym typom sebaidentifikacie
Cloveka: okrem iného voci humanistickému
optimizmu, hoc i krestansky
podfarbenému, ktory deklaruje, Ze tak, ako
som, som sUcastou pestrosti stvorenia,
vychutndvam si ju a v tomto sebaprijati,
sebaspokojnosti a sebapotvrdeni
dosahujem Stastie, naplnenie a zmysel.
Sexualita urcite nie je najdélezitejSim
identifikacnym znamenim a vymedzenim
Cloveka. V tomto zmysle nevidime ako
spravne prezentovat homosexudlov ako
Specialnu a akoby najcitlivejSiu mensinu,
vyzadujlcu si SpecialnejSie zaobchadzanie,
prava, legislativhu ochranu a pozitivnejsiu
diskriminéaciu, ako iné mensiny. V tejto
suvislosti ddvame do pozornosti fakt, ze
dosial nikto - asi s vynimkou
najperfidnejsSich diktatorov - necitil
opravnenie prestriet na oltarl vlajku svojej
mensiny, iba priaznivci LGBT ideolégie.
Kladieme si otazku, preco si prave oni na
takyto akt osobuju pravo, a to nie len

Vv porovnani s inymi mensinami, ale najma
vzhladom na Uctu k prastarej liturgicke;j
tradicii cirkvi, ktora bola vzdy teologicky
objektivisticka; jej cielom bolo vzdy
symbolom, gestom, farbou poukazovat na
Boha a Jeho konanie a nikdy nie vyjadrovat
Cloveka, jeho Umysly a ciele.

Zasadne odsudzujeme, ak sa niekto kvoli
svojej sexudlnej orientacii stava
predmetom verbalnych, ¢i fyzickych Utokov
a znevazovania! Sucastou nasho poslania
je dvihat hlas, aby sa tak nedialo.
Odmietame nazor, Zze ak ma niekto
ohladom homosexuality liberalne nazory, je
automaticky kvalitnym a fundovanym
Clovekom, alebo ze prave vtedy sa stal
skuto¢ne milujucim ¢lovekom. Odmietame
aj Casté medidlne komunikacné vzorce, v
ktorych su prezentovani kvalitni a
fundovani ludia dneSka, avsak so

willingness to personal sanctification
(transformation) and to following of Christ,
which is made possible for mankind in the
Holy Spirit.

In our opinion, this is the real and true self-
identification of a person in Christ, and this
despite the fact that it may seem schematic
to some. It stands in opposition to all other
types of human self-identification: among
others, to humanistic optimism, albeit
Christian-tinged, which declares that as |
am, | am a part of the diversity of creation, |
enjoy it, and in this self-acceptance, self-
satisfaction and self-affirmation | achieve
happiness, fulfillment and meaning.
Sexuality is certainly not the most
important identification sign and definition
of a person. In this sense, we do not see as
correct to present homosexuals as a special
and as if the most sensitive minority,
requiring more special treatment, rights,
legislative protection and more positive
discrimination than other minorities. In this
context, we draw attention to the fact that
until now, no one - perhaps with the
exception of the most perfidious dictators -
felt entitled to lay the flag of their minority
on the altar, only supporters of the LGBT
ideology. We ask ourselves why is it
particularly them, who claim the right to
such an act, not only in comparison with
other minorities, but especially in view of
the respect for the ancient liturgical
tradition of the church, which has always
been theologically objectivist; its goal was
always to point to God and His actions by
symbol, gesture, colour and never to
express a human, his intentions and goals.
We fundamentally condemn if someone
becomes the object of verbal or physical
attacks and belittlement because of their
sexual orientation! Part of our mission is to
raise our voice so that this does not
happen.

We reject the idea that if someone has
liberal views on homosexuality, he is
automatically a quality and sound person,
or that that's when he became a truly




zavereCnym dovetkom, Ze patria k LGBT
mensSine. Zivotna skldsenost nas uci, ze
takyto obraz elitarstva, ktory sme tu uz
mali v podobe komunikacného vzorca , je
statocny clovek, pretoze je komunista -
zvazak - stachanovec”, je falosny a naviac
nebezpecny. Ziadna priama Umera medzi
moralnou, intelektudlnou, Ci spiritualnou
kvalitou ¢loveka a jeho akceptovanim LGBT
nazorov neexistuje. Je zasadnym omylom,
ktory raz prinesie svoje trpké ovocie, ak je
vytvarané takéto zdanie.

Odmietame, ak sa tak intimna vec, akou je
sexualita a homosexualna orientacia,
prezentuje verejnym a vyzyvavym
spbésobom, miestami ideologického
atakujuc hranicu perverzie. Toto je sp6sob,
akym tdto mensina ostatnych doslova nuti,
aby jej nazerali do spalni. Nevycita prave
ona takéto pocinanie konzervativhemu
prostrediu?

Odmietame, aby sa zo sexuality stavalo
politikum, zdroj ideologického natlaku,
politického a finan¢ného lobbyzmu, Ci
vysmechu mainstreamovych médii ludom a
spolocenstvam s konzervativnymi nazormi.
Neprijatie Uplného konceptu prav LGBT
mensiny bezozvysku, napriklad cirkvami,
byva oznaCované za homofébiu. Ale prejav
nesuhlasu predsa nemoéze byt prejavom
nenavisti. S takymto typom znackovania
mame dnes, Zial, bohaté osobné
skusenosti. V spomienkach nas prenasa do
starych cCias ideologického extrémizmu
bolSevicko - komunistického typu.
Odmietame, ak sa zo sexuality stdva dévod
na tvorbu novych a bezprecedentnych
legislativnych Uprav a institutov pre oblast
manzelstva, vychovy deti, rodovej identity,
Ci tzv. rodovo podmieneného nasilia.
Odmietame, ak tradicny zapadny
demokraticky koncept ludskych prav je
prekryvany konceptom prav mensinovych,
v ktorom sa neda do buducnosti
predpokladat, ktora z moznych bizarnych
mensin sa bude dozadovat svojich
osobitnych prav, na Ukor koho a ako to
zmeni civilizacné prostredie, ako ho dnes
pozname.

loving person. We also reject frequent
media communication patterns in which
today's quality and sound people are
presented, but with the conclusion that
they belong to the LGBT minority. Life
experience teaches us that such an image
of elitism, which we already had here in the
form of the communication formula "he is a
brave person because he is a communist -
unionist - a Stachanov", is false and,
moreover, dangerous. There is no direct
correlation between a person's moral,
intellectual or spiritual quality and his
acceptance of LGBT opinions. It is a
fundamental mistake that will one day bear
its bitter fruit if such an appearance is
Created.

We reject if such an intimate thing as
sexuality and homosexual orientation is
presented in a public and challenging
manner, sometimes ideologically attacking
the border of perversion. This is how this
minority literally forces others to look into
their bedrooms. Doesn't she blame such
actions on the conservative environment?
We refuse to turn sexuality into politics, a
source of ideological pressure, political and
financial lobbying, or mainstream media
ridicule of people and communities with
conservative views. Failure to accept the
full concept of the rights of the LGBT
minority, for example by churches, is often
referred to as homophobia. But an
expression of disagreement cannot be an
expression of hatred. Today, unfortunately,
we have a lot of personal experience with
this type of branding. It reminds us of the
old days of ideological extremism of the
Bolshevik-Communist type.

We reject if sexuality becomes a reason for
the creation of new and unprecedented
legislative adjustments and institutes in the
field of marriage, raising children, gender
identity, or the so-called gender-based
violence.

We reject if the traditional Western
democratic concept of human rights is
overlaid with the concept of minority rights,
in which it is impossible to predict which of




Za neprimerané, z hladiska na jednej
strane vyvazeného budovania osobnej
viery Clenov cirkvi a na druhej strane
dbania na vyznavadskd zomknutost
spoloCenstva povazujeme, ak kazatelia s
liberalnymi nazormi v otazke
homosexuality, stavaju prave tdto tému do
centra svojho kazania a vyucovania. Ak ju
akcentuju silene a neprirodzene, bez
ohladu na liturgickua prilezitost.
Dovolujeme si prezentovat fakt, ze ako
biskupi Celime vo vysokej frekvencii
staznostiam os0b, ktoré boli sucastou
komunity cirkevného zboru Velky kostol, ze
vzhladom na jednostajnd monotématickost
kdzni, posolstiev a podujati, ktoré maju
podla ich nadzoru skér podobu
ludskopravneho aktivizmu, ¢i humanizmu s
krestanskym podfarbenim, prostredie tohto
cirkevného zboru znechuteni opustili. Toto
nehovoria ludia nevzdelani, neskuseni,
nazorovo a vieroucne vysinuti. Hovoria to
tradicni Clenovia tohto cirkevného zboru.
Mnohi alebo prestali Sluzby Bozie
navstevovat, alebo navstevuju ich inde.
Reflexiu tohto faktu a zodpovednost zan
nech preberie vedenie cirkevného zboru.
Deklarujeme, ze Pismo sa snazime (¢itat a
Studovat poctivo. Snazime sa stat podla
tradi¢ného principu - ,pod Pismom*“. V
Ziadnej biblickej pasazi vsak
nenachadzame podklad na to, aby sme
mohli s Cistym svedomim vyhlasit za
manzelstvo nieco iné, ako celozivotny
zvazok jedného muza a jednej zeny, a za
skuto¢nu intimitu nieco iné, ako sexualne
spojenie muza a zeny, Zijucich v
manzelstve.

Nenachadzame tiez ziadny podklad na to,
aby sme praktizovanu homosexualitu mohli
s Cistym svedomim vyhlasit za celkom
Standardné, Bohom mienené a
akceptované spravanie pre krestana, ktoré
je v sulade s Bozou vblou a ktoré vyjadruje
povodny Bozi stvoritel'sky poriadok a
uamysel s fudmi.

Nenachadzame ho dokonca ani v pripade,

the possible bizarre minorities will demand
their special rights in the future, at the
expense of whom and how this will change
the civilizational environment as we know it
today.

We consider it unreasonable, from the point
of view of a balanced personal growth of
faith among church members on the one
hand and taking care of the community's
confessional closure on the other, if
preachers with liberal views on the issue of
homosexuality put this very topic at the
center of their preaching and teaching. If
they accentuate it forcefully and
unnaturally, regardless of the liturgical
occasion.

We allow ourselves to present the fact that,
as bishops, we are faced with a high
frequency of complaints from persons who
were part of the community of the Great
Church congregation (organizers of the
conference - translation remark), that due
to the uniform monothematic nature of the
sermons, messages and events, which in
their opinion have rather the form of human
rights activism or humanism with a
Christian undertone, they left this church
congregation in disgust. This is not what
uneducated, inexperienced, opinionally and
religiously deranged people say. This is
what the traditional members of this
congregation say. Many have either
stopped attending Church Services, or
attend them elsewhere. Let the leadership
of the church congregation take over the
reflection of this fact and the responsibility
for it.

We declare that we try to read and study
the Scriptures honestly. We try to stand
according to the traditional principle -
“under the Scriptures". However, in no
biblical passage do we find a basis to
declare with a clear conscience that
marriage is anything other than the lifelong
union of one man and one woman, and that
true intimacy is something other than the
sexual union of a man and a woman living




ze by iSlo o dvojicu l'udi, ktori ako
homosexuali zZiju vo vzajomnej vernosti.
Vernost izolovane, samu o sebe
samozrejme hodnotime ako vzacnu cnost.
Podl'a nds vSak ani ona neméze ni¢ zmenit
na fakte, ktory patri do Uplne iného
kontextu: totiz, Ze intimne spolu ziju iné
bytosti ako muz a zena, ktorym je to
stvoritel'sky dané a umoznené. Teda
intimne spolu ziju bytosti, ktoré nikdy
spojené nemali byt.

Klasickym, formativnym miestom je pre nas
pasazR 1, 18 - 32, kde homosexualne
spravanie je oznacené za jeden z mnozstva
dosledkov l'udského hriechu. Ten Pismo vidi
v esencidlnej neochote ¢loveka vzdat
jedinému, skuto¢nému Bohu oslavu

a vdaku, akd patri iba Jemu. Homosexuélne
spravanie a vymenovany katalég dalSich
typov hrieSneho spravania tu nevyplyva

z Ubohosti a bezradnosti Cloveka. Prave
naopak! Vyplyva z jeho v pyche
pestovanej, domnelej vysky, ano, z
wlastnej madrosti“, ako hovori Pismo. Ta je
hrdostou ¢loveka, ktory stratil povodné,
bytostné, zZivotodarné spolocenstvo

s Bohom. Teraz sa sam stylizuje do podoby
boha, sdm si je autoritou, sam normuje

i interpretuje svoj zivot a spravanie. V tejto
pasazi vymenované typy hriesneho
spravania, vratane , protiprirodzeného
styku“, s Pismom zaroven oznacené za
sucast ,vydania necistote”, ktoré je
reakciou svatého Boha na sebavedomd,
pseudobozskl pychu cloveka, v ktorej chce
byt clovek sédm svoj a nie Bozi.

Presne v takomto istom duchu uvazuje
apostol Pavel nad otazkami hriechu ¢loveka
v suvislosti s jeho sexualnym spravanim na
dalSich klasickych, formativnych miestach,
napr.v G5, 19 - 21, 1K6,9-10, 1Tim 1, 9
- 10. Homosexudlne spravanie je tu vzdy
oznacené za hriech, resp. désledok hriechu.
Teda za viditel'né ilustrovanie poruseného
stavu Cloveka.

V tejto cCasti, ani v inej Casti svojho
posolstva sme nechceli nikoho urazit a
ponizit. Ak sme sa v Zivote stretli s

in marriage.

We also find no basis for declaring with a
clear conscience practiced homosexuality
to be rather standard, God-intended and
accepted behavior for a Christian, which is
in accordance with God's will and which
expresses God's original creative order and
intention with people.

We do not find it even in the case of a pair
of people who, as homosexuals, live in
mutual fidelity. Fidelity in isolation, in itself,
of course, we value as a rare virtue.
However, in our opinion, even this cannot
change anything about the fact, which
belongs to a completely different context:
namely, that beings other than man and
woman live intimately together, for whom
this is given and made possible by the
creator. In other words, beings that should
never have been connected live together
intimately.

A classic, formative place for us is the
passage R 1, 18-32, where homosexual
behavior is identified as one of the many
consequences of human sin. That is in
Scripture seen in man's essential reluctance
to give the one, true God the praise and
thanks that belong only to Him.
Homosexual behavior and the here
enumerated catalog of other types of sinful
behavior do not result from the
wretchedness and helplessness of man. On
the contrary! It arises from his pride-
cultivated, presumptuous height, yea, from
"his own wisdom," as the Scriptures say.
This is the pride of a person who has lost
the original, essential, life-giving
communion with God. Now the man styles
himself into the likeness of a god, he
himself is an authority, he himself regulates
and interprets his life and behavior. The
types of sinful behavior listed in this
passage, including "unnatural intercourse",
are also identified by the Scriptures as part
of "giving up to impurity", which is the
reaction of the holy God to the self-
confident, pseudo-divine pride of man, in
which man wants to be his own and not
God's.




homosexualnymi ludmi, pozerali sme im
priamo do oci a principialne sme im
preukazovali lasku. Sami sa povazujeme za
ubohych hriesnikov. AvSak nechceme
pestovat ani faloSnu politickd korektnost.
Jednoducho, citime povinnost deklarovat,
Zze nenachadzame ziaden iny, alternativny,
pritom neSpekulativny a neidelogizovany
vyklad tychto a dalSich pasazi Pisma, ktory
by ndm umoznil na otdzku praktizovanej
homosexuality pozriet zasadne inak; plne
ju akceptovat a interpretovat ju nie ako
désledok udského hriechu, ale Uplne
naopak - ako Bohom zamyslanu a Nim
pozehnavanu slobodu, pestrost a vitalitu
svojho stvorenia. Prave tu sa citime stat
pod autoritou Pisma.

Zaroven predkladame na uvazenie zvlastny
paradox: ako to, Ze cirkev, starocia
exegetujlca Pismo, cirkev, ktord na tomto
zdklade vytvorila teologicky sofistikované
dogmy o Kristovej bozskej a ludskej
prirodzenosti, ¢i o Svatej Trojici, nedokazala
z Pisma vycitat jednoduchd pravdu o plnom
Bozom suhlase s homosexualnym
spravanim ¢loveka, zaradit ho do
klasickych katechizmov a urobit ho trvalou
sucastou svojho zvestovania a vyucovania?
Ako to, Ze tato pravdu dokazala objavit a
aplikovat az progresivisticka exegéza?

Z pastoralneho hladiska povazujeme za
doblezité, aby clovek, ktorého sa to tyka
pochopil, aky je Bozi pohlad na
praktizujice homosexualne spravanie,
ktory zjavuje Pismo. Ono je hriechom, resp.
je sucastou hrieSneho spravania ¢loveka.
Homosexualitu praktizujuci Clovek, tak ako
ini smie poznat, Ze v Kristovi je a zostdva
Bohom nekonecne milovany, zachraneny
JeziSovou obetou a prehlaseny za milované
Bozie dieta, za Bozie vlastnictvo.
Homosexualitu praktizujici ¢lovek ma byt
nie s hrozbami a pohrfdanim, ale v
najvacsej laske a citlivosti, akej sme len
schopni, pastoradlne vedeny k rozhodnutiu
zanechat praktizovand homosexualitu.
Poslanim cirkvi je vytvarat podporujlce
spoloCenstvo, do ktorého su vcleneni

In exactly the same spirit, the apostle Paul
considers the questions of man's sin in
connection with his sexual behavior in other
classic, formative places, e.g. in G5, 19 -
21,1K6,9-10,1Tim 1, 9 - 10.
Homosexual behavior is always marked
here as a sin, or the consequence of sin.
That is, for visibly illustrating the broken
state of man.

We did not want to offend or humiliate
anyone in this or any other part of our
message. If we met homosexual people in
our life, we looked them straight in the eyes
and showed them love on principle. We
consider ourselves poor sinners. However,
we do not want to cultivate false political
correctness either. Simply, we feel obliged
to declare that we do not find any other,
alternative, at the same time non-
speculative and non-ideologized
interpretation of these and other passages
of Scripture, which would allow us to look at
the question of practiced homosexuality in
a fundamentally different way; to fully
accept it and interpret it not as a
consequence of human sin, but quite the
opposite - as the freedom, diversity and
vitality of His creation intended by God and
blessed by Him. It is here that we feel
ourselves standing under the authority of
Scripture.

At the same time, we present for
consideration a special paradox: how is it
that the church, exegesisting the Scriptures
for centuries, the church, which on this
basis created theologically sophisticated
dogmas about Christ's divine and human
nature, or about the Holy Trinity, could not
read from the Scriptures the simple truth
about God's full agreement with
homosexual behavior of a person, include it
in classic catechisms and make it a
permanent part of your preaching and
teaching? How is it that only progressivist
exegesis was able to discover and apply
this truth?

From a pastoral point of view, we consider it
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Ivan Elko, Peter Mihoc, Jan Hrobon
Zbor biskupov ECAV na Slovensku

Bratislava, 22. septembra 2022

important that the person concerned
understands God's view of practicing
homosexual behavior as revealed by the
Scriptures. It is a sin, or it is part of the
sinful behavior of man.

A person practicing homosexuality, like
others, must know that in Christ he is and
remains infinitely loved by God, saved by
Jesus' sacrifice and declared a beloved child
of God, God's property.

A person practicing homosexuality should
be pastorally led to decide to leave
practicing homosexuality, not with threats
and contempt, but with the greatest love
and sensitivity of which we are capable.
The mission of the church is to create a
supportive community that includes family
and friends and is full of understanding,
support and prayers.

We realize that this is not an easy path at
all. Yes, it is and will probably be again
called medieval, violent, traumatizing,
unintelligent, dogmatic. Even by those who
- we remember well - recommended such a
solution in the distant past and considered
this solution to be progressive. However,
the ideological context of the time and also
the intention of people tend to change
quickly and quite radically....

Of course, this path is not for everyone. We
do not force it on secular people, just as we
do not force any of our opinions and
religious attitudes on them. We talk about it
in a Christian environment, to those who
are Christians. The following applies: "He
who has ears to hear, let him hear".

Ivan Elko, Peter Mihoc, Jan Hrobon
Board of Bishops ECAV na Slovensku

Bratislava, 22. September 2022

*ECAV - Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession
*CZ ECAV Bratislava-Staré mesto - Congregation of the ECAV in Bratislava Old Town

*OZ - registered civic organization
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