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INFORMASJON OM EUROPEAN PILGRIMAGE 2000.

Hvordan kan Mellomkirkelig Rad veere samarbeidspartner i forbindelse
med den norske markeringen av European Pilgrimage 2000 +?

Mellomkirkelig Rad er med jevne mellomrom holdt orientert om utviklingen i prosjektet
“Buropean Pilgrimage 2000 +”. For & friske pa hukommelsen legges likevel ved den absolutt
korteste versjonen av prosjektbeskrivelsen.

Prosjektet er mottatt med stor begeistring i Europa, bade i ulike kirker og ekumeniske
organisasjoner, og ikke minst er begeistringen stor hos dem som er utfordret til & vere
vertskap for et av de fem “highlights”. Det er gjentatte ganger bemerket at dette er et prosjekt
med stort potensiale for ekumenisk opplering av mennesker pé grasrot planet. Det handler
ganske enkelt om & reise pa besok til hverandre for 4 leere av den tradisjonen og spiritualiteten
som er der. Slik kan forstielse, respekt og toleranse vokse frem og berede grunnen for fred og
forsoning.

Planleggingen er i full gang bade i Hellas, Skottland, Romania og delvis i Tsjekkia. Det ligger
godt til rette for 4 bli en fin feiring ogsé i Norge, med pilegrimsvandringer fra Finland og
Sverige i nord/est og fra ulike steder i Norge. Det er planlagt en sammenhengene vandring fra
Oslo-omradet ogsa i 4r 2000. Samtidig vil sjeleden bli markert bade ved “Pilegrimsseilasen”
som skal bere et fredsprosjekt, og ved at andre smé og store fartay seiler storre eller mindre
deler av sjoleden. Takket vaere det brede tilbudet under Olavsfestdagene kan vi forholdvis
ubekymret legge opp til et stort arrangement.

Det legges ogsa opp til en bred invitasjon av kirkelige gjester, serlig fra de fire ovrige
“highlights”, men ogsa andre vil vere aktuelle.

Jubileum 2000 vil ogsa engasjere seg og delta aktivt pa arrangementssiden. Dette, sammen
med den deltakelse som Trondheim Kristne Rad har og vil ha ved skumeniske feiringer i
Trondheim, er vi sikret en ekumenisk profil.

Det synes likevel rimelig at Mellomkirkelig Rad som Den norske kirkes organ for
skumeniske og internasjonal saker er involvert og engasjert i arrangementet. Radet bor derfor
diskutere pa hvilken méte det vil samarbeide med biskopen i Nidaros og prosjekt "European
Pilgrimage 2000™. Biskop Finn Wagle vil, sammen med andre, veere vertskap for
arrangementet.



Det er forventet en sterk ungdomsdeltakelse bade fra Norge og internasjonalt. Det arbeides
med & skaffe vertskap og reisekasse sarlig til ungdom fra @st-Europa. Dette vil ogsa kreve
serskilte mater, gruppearbeid og andre arrangementer. Bide under forberedelsene og under
avviklingen vil dette bli bide arbeids- og kostnadskrevende. Kanskje kunne Mellomkirkelig
Rad tenke seg & gé inn i dette arbeidet. det er sannsynlig at ogsa ”Jubileum 2000” vil 4 noe
engasjement inn i ungdomsopplegget.

Nér det gjelder de internasjonale, okumeniske gjestene ville det ogsa vaere naturlig at
Mellomkirkelig R&d var vertskap sammen med Nidaros Biskop, bdde som aktivt vertskap
under feiringen og ved & dekke noen av utgiftene.

Visjonen for dette prosjektet er
- that the whole of Europe will experience that faith in our Lord, Jesus Christ, is still alive

on our continent; .
- that we celebrate the new Millennium with visible signs of reconciliation and hope for the

future.

Det er ogsé sagt om prosjektet at det “promises to be a most creative way of spiritually
deepening the advent of year 2000 and the Third Millennium”. Det er ogsé kalt for “a process
of ecumenical learning”.

Mellomkirkelig Rad ber drefte de foreslatte former for deltakelse i prosjektet og vurdere om
det er andre elementer man kunne gnske 4 ga inn i tillegg til eller i stedet for det foreslatte.

Biskop Finn Wagle er positiv til og ser det som enskelig, at Mellomkirkelig Rad er involvert
som antydet.

For European Pilgrimage 2000

Berit Lanke,
prosjektleder



A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO “EUROPEAN PILGRIMAGE 2000 +”
Pilgrimage 2000 is an initiative taken by the European Co-ordinating Group for Mission and
Renewal (ECG) established by the World Council of Churches (WCC) and the Conference of
European Churches (CEC). It is composed of representatives from a variety of Catholic,
Protestant and Orthodox churches in Europe.

The initiative for “Pilgrimage 2000” is intended fo be an answer to the recommendation made
by the Second European Ecumenical Assembly (EEA2) at which the member churches of the
CEC and the representatives of the Roman Catholic Bishops’ Conference in Europe (CCEE)
came together in Graz from the 23rd to 29th of June 1997. There it was stated:

“We recommend that the churches take the year 2000 as an occasion to give their
fellowship visible expression through jointly prepared symbolic, liturgical and pastoral
actions and initiatives. They should particularly work towards ensuring that Easter can be
jointly celebrated from the turn of the Millennium on wards, and also seek to achieve
mutual recognition of baptism among all Christian churches. ”

The plans for the “Pilgrimage 2000” were presented to the Central Committee of CEC in its
meetings in Morges/Switzerland in November 1997. The Central Committee received the
proposals with great appreciation and asked the General Secretariat to support the ECG in the
process of implementing its proposals. Also at its meeting in Vaalbeek, Belgium, 8-13
September 1998, the CEC Central Committee gave unanimous endorsement to the program.

MAIN ELEMENTS

The project “European Pilgrimage 2000 +” consists of these main elements:

-a European Pilgrimage Map and a Pilgrimage Calendar

-Five European millennium pilgrimage highlights arranged at four corners of our continent
plus in the heart of Europe

-a network of regional pilgrimages connected with these five major events

PILGRIMAGE IN THREE LEVELS
The work and the celebration has to be on three levels - Local, National and European.

EUROPEAN PILGRIMAGE HIGHLIGHTS

During the period of the European Millennium Pilgrimage we will focus on the following five
major events which symbolically form a cross and aim at bringing together the hopes and the
witness of various Christian traditions from east and west, from north and south:

1) Pilgrimage to the Roots

- EASTER 2000 IN THESSALONIKI/GREECE

Thessaloniki is a place of special significance because it is regarded as the place where
Christianity first landed in Europe. It was also one of the most important cities of the first
Millennium, the Millennium of the undivided Christianity.

2) Pilgrimage to the North
- SUMMER 2000 IN TRONDHEIM/NORWAY



In 1030, King Olav Haraldson was killed in a battle near Trondheim in Norway. In recent
years a gieat number of new, modern pilgrims from different denominations have made their
way to Nidaros, which has been renewed as a centre for pilgrimage.

3) PILGRIMAGE INTO ORTHODOX PILGRIMAGE SPIRITUALITY

- Autumn in Iasi/Romania
Romania is a country where the p11gr1maoe tradition is still very much alive in the Orthodox

Church. The monasteries to which the pilgrims are directed have served for centuries as
centres for preserving Christian faith under difficult circumstances and renewing Christian

spirituality.

4) CELTIC PILGRIMAGE

- Lent 2001 in Glastonbury/Great Britain

Glastonbury is one of the most ancient religious sites in Britain. Tradition suggests that
Joseph of Arimathea came here carrying the cup that was used at the Last Supper - “The Holy

Grail”.

5) PILGRIMAGE INTO RENEWAL

- Pentecost in Prague 2001

Prague, one of the major cultural cities of Europe and a place still connecting eastern and
western culture, is a city where the three main Christian traditions are alive. In the Czech
history it is important that the christianization of Bohemia and Moravia took place through
orthodox missionaries coming from Thessaloniki (St. Kyril and St. Methodius). It is only in
the second Millennium that western Christianity play a major role. Prague is also the city of
Johann Hus, a forerunner of the reformation.

FINALLY

The project group wants to underline that we have great flexibility and we can incorporate a
wide variety of ecumenical pilgrimage traditions and initiatives from different church
backgrounds into the planning process of the “European Pilgrimage 2000 +.

This project is a vision, a dream, a hope for reconciliation - we have no wish to impose it
on the churches - we only wish to be servants of our Lord, Jesus Christ.






