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At the invitation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, the Tenth Assembly of the &eo3 *

Lutheran World Federation (LWF) will take place in Winnipeg in 2003. This was decided by

the LWF Council at its last annual meeting. We greatly appreciate this hospitality on the part
of our Canadian member church.

5 January 2001

The Council commissioned the LWF Executive Committee, in consultation with the LWF
member churches, to determine the exact dates and, in particular, the theme for this Tenth
Assembly.

It is with great pleasure that I now officially announce the decisions of the Executive

Committee:
Theme:; "FOR THE HEALING OF THE WORLD."

Dates: 21-31 July 2003

The present Council will meet for the last time on 20 and 21 July 2003. The new Council,
elected by the Assembly, will hold its first meeting in Winnipeg on 1 and 2 August 2003.

I invite you all to take an active part in the preparations for the Assembly. All the divisions
among the peoples, all the suffering among human beings and all the many violations of
God's good creation lend our theme a dramatic and, at the same time, hopeful relevance. For
the healing of the world, God's mercy is coming to meet us in our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. During this Christmas season we are discovering this anew. Let us witness to all the
many and varied ways in which God in Jesus Christ works powerfully among us for the
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Grateful for the worldwide communion of our churches, I extend to you my heartfelt wishes
for a blessed New Year and for our common path towards Winnipeg and the Assembly in

2003.

Yours sincerely,

(L

Bishop Christian Krause
President
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