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The Porvoo Communion, which unites the Anglican Churches in Great Britain, Ireland, and the 
Iberian Peninsula and Lutheran Churches in Nordic countries, the Baltic, and Great Britain, met 
in Madrid, Spain, in October 2023 for its thematic consultation on ’Life in the Eucharist’. The 
meeting was hosted by Rt Revd Carlos López Lozano, Bishop of Madrid in the Spanish Episcopal 
Reformed Church, and member of the Porvoo Contact Group. Representatives from the 
Church of the Faroe Islands were warmly welcomed as they attended in order to initiate a 
process towards becoming members of the Porvoo Communion in the Church’s own right, 
having previously been connected through the Church of Denmark. 
 
The consultation started with a Eucharist celebrated in the Cathedral of the Redeemer, led by 
Bishop López Lozano, and with preaching by Most Revd Dr Michael Jackson, Archbishop of 
Dublin and Anglican co-chair of the Porvoo Contact Group. The participants experienced 
generous hospitality at several gatherings, hosted by Bishop López Lozano and members of 
the Cathedral congregation.  
 



The participants were introduced to several aspects of the Spanish context in the opening 
session. Firstly, a paper was given explaining the history and theology behind the Mozarabic 
eucharistic liturgy used in the Spanish Episcopal Reformed Church, and that the participants 
had experienced the previous evening. Thereafter, the situation of minority churches in a 
majority Roman Catholic country and the resulting ecumenical landscape were described in 
several contributions.  
 
Continuing themes in the first session, the effects of secularisation on the eucharistic life in 
the churches in Spain was discussed in the second session. Anglican and Lutheran perspectives 
on eucharistic life were also presented, touching on the challenge of relating this to everyday 
concerns of people inside and outwith the church. 
 
On the second day, the question of what it means to live a sacramental life in communion in 
21st century secularised Europe was explored in different geographical contexts, with 
contributors from Portugal, Estonia, Scotland, and Finland, and followed by general 
discussion. Most member churches of Porvoo reflected that they work in secular contexts, 
and sharing sacramental life requires meeting our communities where they are, and therefore 
being open to changing our own sacramental practice. The sacramental communion within 
Porvoo must inspire common sacramental life and a consequent commitment to the suffering 
realities of the world, such as the climate crisis, social deprivation, and people living at the 
margins. 
  
In the afternoon, particpants witnessed the celebration of the Spanish National Day as they 
travelled to Toledo to experience the ’city of three religions’. The Metropolitan Archbishop of 
Toledo and Primate of Spain (Roman Catholic Church), Most Reverend Monsignor Francisco 
Cerro Chaves, welcomed the group to Toledo Cathedral, where blessings and messages of 
friendship were exchanged.  
 
The consultation gave opportunity for interesting discussion and reflection about what the 
Eucharist means for the life of the churches in the Porvoo, both within their own contexts and 
together as a communion. Future major gatherings in the Porvoo Communion will include a 
church leaders’ consultation on environment and eschatology in Sweden in 2024, and a 
theological conference in Wales in 2025 marking the 1700th anniversary of the Nicene Creed, 
and the Primates’ Meeting in 2026. 
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